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City, Destroyed and Yet Hopeful, Begins to Move On

Published: April 10, 2011
(Page 2 of 2)
Ms. Nagasawa, the calligraphy teacher, remembered the boy, Shun Konishi, whom she had taught at
school since he was in first grade, as fond of cats — so fond, in fact, that he kept strays, sometimes
against his parents’ wishes.
She said the girl, Shizuku, acted like a tough tomboy, but was saddened when one stray, named Kuro,
died.
The two children were last seen leaving school with their grandfather minutes before the tsunami struck.
Their grandfather, Toshimaru, was also missing.
After Ms. Nagasawa returned to her city on Saturday, the children’s father, Yasuhiro, had come to see her,
in hopes that she had saved some examples of his children’s calligraphy. He, too, had lost most family
mementos in the waves.
She had nothing to give him. But in her gracefully curving script, she later wrote a letter to the two
children.

“Thank you for studying with me,” it said. “You used to ask where Kuro was. Now you are together with
him. Please look after him there, too.”
She placed the letter on the concrete foundation next to the flowers, pinning it with a piece of broken
cinderblock against the wind. She and her husband, Takao, pressed their palms together in silent prayer.
Suddenly, a bird’s chirping broke the hush of the barren landscape

“It’s strange how the seasons continue, as if none of this ever happened,” Ms. Nagasawa said, glancing
up at the blue sky. “Spring comes back, but these little lives never will.”
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